
Skills for 
Success

This resource is suitable for Key Stage 2 pupils from year 3 upwards. The tasks 
on page 7 include stretch and challenge activities to deepen the learning.

If you are with any other children, why 
not try and act it out without talking, 
let’s see if they can guess what it is!

Think of a job you 
would like to do when 

you are older…
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Draw a picture of yourself doing this job...

Although all jobs are different, they all use skills to make sure they can 
do their job properly. Can you think of anything that people might need to 

do their jobs? Write your ideas here:
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How do these compare to yours?

We call these the 
Skills for Success and they are important 

for every job and in school too.

Make sure everyone is taking part 
and works together.

Can you come up with solutions to 
problems? How can you change 

something to make it work?

Listen to everyone’s ideas before just 
going ahead with what you think is best – 

this is linked to teamwork.

Things may not work the first time, but 
you have to find a solution!

Making sure you can talk to all people 
both those you work with and those 

around you.

Think outside of the box – just because 
something is meant to be used for one 

thing, it can be used for something else!

Everyone’s ideas are valid but you must 
come to an agreement on what is the best 
way to do things. Who will decide on who 

does what?

Make sure you always try 
your best.

SP
EAKING

Now it’s over to you... let’s look at some jobs and think about 
how they use these skills!
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Job 1 Fire Fighter

Job 2 Chef

Firefighters are brave people that rush to 
places to put fires out. They have lots of 
equipment and it must always be ready to 
respond as time is really important when 
you’re fighting a fire. 

Firefighters drive very fast to the fire in a 
fire engine and use a siren to let people know 
they are coming. They have lots of other 
equipment and wear protective clothing. 

They must make lots of decisions and must 
think about saving people’s lives as well as 
protect themselves.

Chefs work in restaurants and cafes. They 
are responsible for everything about the 
food, they buy the food, plan the menus and 
decide how the food should be made. They 
have to work long hours and sometimes start 
early and finish late at night.

They are also in charge of the kitchen staff. 
They wear a uniform (or chef’s whites) 
includes a hat, white double-breasted jacket, 
trousers in a black-and-white checked 
pattern and apron.  

They must make sure the food they cook 
is cooked safely, tastes good and it is well 
presented. 
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Job 3 Plumber

Job 4 Bus Driver

Plumbers look after all the pipes in a house. 
They will repair leaks and boilers. This 
system transports water to taps, showers, 
baths and removes waste from the toilet. 

Plumbers also work with pipes that transport 
natural gas and install radiators and central 
heating boilers. 

They have to know a lot about how things 
work and be very safe with gas and plumbing 
parts because if they get it wrong someone 
could be injured or a building may flood.

Bus drivers must pick up and drop off 
passengers to bus stops along their route. 

They have to drive safely and make sure the 
passengers are safe and happy. Bus drivers 
speak to lots of people every day, they need 
to make sure they are polite and use their 
manners. 

Bus drivers need to be happy and smiling, 
welcoming people onto their bus.
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Now that you have read all about the different jobs, think 
about what they have to do every day and how they use the 

Skills for Success.

Fill in the boxes below or write on a blank piece of paper...

SP
EAKING

How does the Fire Fighter use the 
Skills for Success?

How does the Plumber use the Skills 
for Success?

How does the Chef use the Skills 
for Success?

How does the Bus Driver use the 
Skills for Success?
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Choose another job or research a job that you would like to 
do and think how they use the Skills for Success

SP
EAKING

2

4

1 Speaking

3

The job I have chosen is ...............................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

This job is about .............................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

Choose three or four skills and explain how you think this is used in this job.  
The first one is chosen for you...

You could even interview someone at home or someone you 
can ring to ask about their job and how they use these skills.
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Skills for Success - extra page if needed
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