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Our Message:  
We wish to plant the seeds of hope and grow together 
with Parents, Children, Schools, Employers and the Local 
Community by raising the aspirations of Children’s Futures.

What is Communication? 
Communication consists of two main elements – listening 
and taking in information and speaking or presenting 
information. This can be done verbally or non-verbally 
through body language, non-verbal cues, signs and 
facial gestures. All of these come under the umbrella term 
communication.

Why is this an important skill?  
The way your child communicates through speaking, 
presenting information and listening makes an enormous 
difference in their chance of success from a very young 
age. As humans, we are naturally social creatures and 
have a basic need to express ourselves. This expressing 
of our thoughts, feelings and basic human needs, must 
be done with confidence through verbal and non-verbal 
communication. It must all align. For example, if I was to 
point at the ceiling and say look at the floor, this would create 
a confusing situation! You wouldn’t know whether I was 
confused or if I meant the ceiling but mistakenly referred 
to the floor. This is one example of how important it is that 
communication aligns and is easy to understand and clearly 
spoken and gestured.

Where can I find out more about this?  
You can use this resource as a starting point. Other fabulous resources are 
listed below:

Free Toolkits with more information can be found at  

www.skillsbuilder.org/toolkits

• www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/media/2147/all_together_now_-_section_2.pdf

• www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/media/600981/ite_resource_1.pdf

• healthfully.com/93846-effective-communication-skills-children.html

• www.kumon.co.uk/blog/the-importance-of-children-developing-good-communication-skills/

• www.theschoolrun.com/5-free-ways-boost-your-childs-communication-skills

• whatsfordinner.net/articles/article-Six-Communication-Skills-Every-Child-Should-Know.html

• www.actionforchildren.org.uk/news-and-blogs/parenting-tips/2017/february/using-technology-
to-help-childrens-communication-skills/

Let’s focus on  
Communication Skills

How can I develop my Child’s Communication Skills?  
We use the Skills Builder Framework on Our Future 
Derby to really focus on Key Employability Skills, which 
Employers and Research indicates needs developing.

SPEAKING



It is vital that we all practice our communication skills, 
which are made up of speaking and Listening. The more 

children practice these, the better they become. 
Good communication enhances relationships and helps 

children make sense of the world and vocalise their thoughts.

You start off as Simon and try and see how long it takes to catch 
your child out, doing an action when it’s you ordering him/her, 
rather than Simon! Your child will really be focussing on listening 
to Simon and trying not to lose! Swap over and allow your child to 
wear the Simon hat! See how much fun you can have.

Find an interesting picture either in your 
phone gallery or using a search engine. 
Ask your child to describe the scene. 
What can be seen? What colours 
have been used? What is the effect of 
this? Why do you think this has been 
captured? Ask your child to describe all 
of the detail on the picture.

Start off orally telling a story that your 
child is familiar with. Get him/her to 
complete the story with the usual 
ending, then an alternative ending.

Keep your eye on the tennis ball. Each time it hits 
the floor, your child/children must clap. Keep up this 
motion without it hitting the floor. If your child claps, 
they’re out! This gets your child focussed and 
giving 100% attention.
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Simon Says: 
Describe the Image: 

Finish the Story/Fable:  
Clap Ball: 
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Simon says, put 
your left hand up 

in the air!



Tell your child to present some information on a topic he/she is 
interested in. The task is to research using an encyclopaedia or 
a search engine, write down ten facts and then present to an 
audience. This can be your family, toys, Gran or Grandad on 
FaceTime or anybody else.

One of you thinks of an animal, 
person or object. The other(s) have 
to ask closed questions that can only 
be answered with Yes or No. After 
20 questions have been asked, start 
guessing!

???
???

Ask your child to narrate a 
story you are both familiar with. 
Get him/her to complete the 
story with the usual ending, 
then an alternative ending. Ask 
questions such as what would 
happen if X did not happen 
or X and Y did not meet? Get 
your child to visualise and 
narrate different scenarios.

Find an interesting picture either in your 
Phone Gallery or using a Search Engine. Ask 
your child to describe the scene and what 
may have happened before the picture was 
taken and after. Ask about different contexts 
and change the scenario to increase the 
level of communication.
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Presentation:
20 Questions:

Finish the Story/Fable:  

Describe the Image: 
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What could 
happen to the 

balloons?
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It is vital that we all practice our communication skills, 
which are made up of speaking and Listening. The more 

children practice these, the better they become. 
Good communication enhances relationships and helps 

children make sense of the world and vocalise their thoughts.


