
Funded through the Department for 
Education Opportunity Area programme.

The Our Future Derby programme

Our Learn by Design team joined the pupils at Oakwood Infants and Nursery school, Derby; a 
selected primary school chosen for the Our Future Derby programme.The programme’s aims are 
to help raise children’s aspirations and open a world of greater possibilities to them, their families, 
and their teachers. With Learn by Design coordinating and delivering workshops and activities to 
the schools, this is the opportunity for children to connect with local employers and learn about the 
many different and diverse jobs out there in Derby.

As part of the Derby Opportunity area DFE funding programme, Learn by Design brought a full 
day of STEM education to Oakwood Infant School Year 2 pupils.

The day consisted of a carousel of a 
Destination Rail activity called: “Race to 
Construct”, whereby  
our Learn by Design delivery team 
facilitated this rail-themed inspired session.

The year group was split in two; one half 
taking part in the morning and the other 
after lunch, with 40 pupils per session.

The day
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Problem solving                               
Aiming High 
Creativity
Listening
Teamwork

Staying Positive
Communication
Leadership
Presenting

‘Race to Construct’ Challenge

The ’Race to Construct’ challenge is designed to encourage 
pupils to think more like railway engineers and to focus on 
using the employability skills they have been learning about 
over the past few weeks. 

In teams, the pupils must build a railway track out of K’nex 
materials, whilst following instructions on how to make the 
correct tracks, and overcome obstacles along the way.

Once the pupils were split into teams, they were told to work 
together to complete the challenges, encouraging them 
to use their team working, their communication and their 
listening skills.

Timothy Collins and Bhav Chavda 
Both, Graduate Environmental advisors from SPL Powerlines

The volunteers
We were thrilled to have with us the volunteers who came & supported our sessions:

The core emploability skills include:

Quotes from the day

Quotes from Year 2 pupils:

We asked a selection of the pupils ‘what they 
thought about the day with us?’

“I’ve had lots of fun!”
“I learnt how to build a train track.” 
“I want to be a train driver after this.” 
“I loved working as a team today.”

Quotes from our Volunteers:
Tim: “I enjoyed the experience, it allowed me 
to have more social interaction with the kids and 
tell them about what I do, and I would love to do 
more days like this.”

Bhav: “The day was a very rewarding experience…
I enjoyed learning about the aspirations of the 
children and getting involved with the activities.”


