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An entrepreneur is someone that decides to create or run a business and they often have people who work for them, called 
employees. Often, when entrepreneurs deicide they want to set up a business, they will write down as many ideas that they can 
possibly think of for what they may like to do, this is called ‘Idea Storming’.

There are some businesses that have been very successful across the whole world, as they trade products that are in high 
demand. Oil is the most sold and bought item in the world, but coffee is not far behind! Some types of businesses have been 

around for hundreds of years, like newspapers: the first newspaper to be printed was the ‘Oxford Gazette’ in 1665, and now we have 
many different newspapers that are sold each day.

Businesses aim to make money, and the profit is how 
much money goes into the company after the cost of the 
materials and perhaps employee costs are taken away. 
So, if you were to sell something, your profit would be 

the amount of money you have made for yourself.

Some companies are describes as ‘Unicorn Companies’, 
meaning they were privately started and have reached 
a value of over $1 billion. Instagram is a well known 
example of this, it was developed in 2010, and was 

bought in 2012 by Facebook for $1 billion. 

Anyone can be an entrepreneur and people start-
up companies from ideas that you might have 
never thought of. A 20 year old called Steffan set 
up ‘Festival Reeboot’ a company that recycles 

wellington boots left at UK Festivals. It all started 
when he saw a pile of wellies that were abandoned 

after Glastonbury Festival 2011, his first thought was: 
“There must be something we can do with these?” which was 
quickly followed by “But WHAT?”. At Glastonbury alone there were 
10,000 wellies left behind last year! Every year, Stefan and his team 
pair up as many wellies as possible and donate these to local and 
international charities to be given to people who are homeless 
or living on landfill sites. They then make and sell a range of 
products from the broken and un-paired wellies such as jewellery, 
wallets, bags and bottle carriers. These are then sold and 50p from 
every product is used to help send the paired welly to developing 
countries where they will be used as general footwear for those in 
need. A perfect example of recycling and making money!

Some of the most famous entrepreneurs face challenges, but they work hard and overcome them. Richard Branson, for example, who 
founded ‘Virgin’ a very successful company, is challenged as he has dyslexia, but he did not let that stop him reach his goals. He once 
said, “If anyone ever puts you down for having dyslexia, don’t believe them. Being dyslexic can actually be a big advantage, and it has 
certainly helped me... Being dyslexic can actually help in the outside world. I see some things clearer than other people do because I have 
to simplify things to help me and that has helped others.”

Thousands of new businesses are set up each year, with 660,000 
starting just last year. All new businesses hope to become 
successful, but some people reach this on a greater scale than 
others. Jeff Bezos is the richest person in the world, having 
knocked Bill Gates off the top spot in March 2018, he is worth 
£101 billion. He founded a company called Amazon out of a garage 
in 1994 (at the age of 30) and now owns 16% of the company. 
He is the first person ever to reach a 12 figure fortune 
and has a passion for space travel- his company Blue 
Origin is looking to develop a reusable, passenger 
carrying rocket. He graduated from Princeton in 
electrical engineering and computer science.

Whether you are a business owner, meeting with important people, 
perhaps investors, or an employee, speaking with colleagues or 
managers, the way you speak and your body language is very 
important, as it gives more information that just the words you are 
saying. The tone in which words are delivered has a huge impact 
on the deeper meaning of the message. If your boss asked you to 
come and see them in a jolly tone, you’d probably be quite relaxed. 
If it was said sternly, you’d most likely assume you were about to 
be in trouble. Body language is another key piece of the 
puzzle. Sometimes body language can have a direct 
impact, i.e. somebody saying ‘go over there’ whilst 
pointing in a direction. Sometimes it is more 
subtle, a relaxed pose and casual gestures may 
indicate someone is relaxed.

Jk Rowling, famous for writing the ‘Harry Potter’ books, may have 
created fictional money in her stories, but when she first 
started writing, she did not have much money at all! 
Now however, after the great success of her books, is 
worth £500 million, which proves you really can start 
from nothing to build your fortune.
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