
chromatography butterflies

     Have fun with sTEM aT home

pipe 

cleanersfelt tips

You will need:

Method:

PLEASE ASK PERMISSION FROM THE HOUSEOWNER BEFORE TAKING PART IN ANY EXPERIMENT AND ASK FOR ADULT SUPERVISION WHERE REQUIRED

Chromatography is a 
laboratory technique for the 
separation of a mixture. The 
mixture is dissolved in a fluid 
called the mobile phase, which 
carries it through a structure 
holding another material 
called the stationary phase. 
The various constituents of 
the mixture travel at different 
speeds, causing them to 
separate. 

The four main types of chromatography are;

Liquid Chromatography, Gas Chromatography, 
Thin-Layer Chromatography and Paper 
Chromatography.

Liquid Chromatography is used in the world to 
test water samples to look for pollution in lakes 
and rivers.

Chromatography

STEM@HOME

Fold into a cone shape. 

Put the cone in the glass just 
so it is just touching

the water

Share your results
on social media

#learnbydesign
@bydesigngroup
#stemathomelbd

glass of water
Filter paper

Draw a circle in a colour of choice 
(Black and brown are pretty cool) in the 

middle of a piece of filter paper.

Watch what is happening!

Hang up to dry.
Once dry, scrunch the middle and tie
a pipe cleaner around the centre to

make antennae.

Chromatography 

can be used to 

separate mixtures 

of coloured 

compounds.

how many

differEnt colours 

can you count?


